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GOODBYE MRS SALTER 

Many parents write in and thank staff for what they do and this is always appreciated.  I make a point of 
reading out any comments by parents in staff briefing and this is always good for morale.  I am sure there 
are many of you who would appreciate the opportunity to bid farewell to one of our senior and most long-
serving staff, Mrs Salter.  Mrs Salter is one of those rare people whose positive attitude is infectious and who 
never, ever gives up on any child. She believes every single student at the school can achieve and has worked 
tirelessly for many years to support, teach, encourage and inspire thousands of children and young people in 
her time.  Mrs Salter has been the coach for our Rotary Club Youth Speaks Team for many years and cer-
tainly in the five years that I have been here, each year the team has got through to at least the regional final.  
This year was a suitable finish to her career as the team won through to the National Finals and were 
amongst the youngest participants, beating the teams from Richard Huish who were Mrs Salterõs last yearõs 
and previous yearõs teams!  I know many parents and ex-students have expressed a wish to contribute to a 
gift to thank her for all her hard work on their behalf.  If anyone wishes to contribute, please do ask to speak 
to, or contact the Finance Office with your donation. 
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At the start of the year, the prospect of speaking in front of a large audience was a daunting thought. Thanks to 

Mrs Salter however, I have been able to compete in the National Finals of the Rotary Clubs Youth Speak Com-

petition. I could not have done it without the help and guidance of Mrs Salter. 

Mrs Salter has been an amazing mentor and class teacher to many students over the past 25 years at The Castle 

School. Everyone she has taught is incredibly sad to see her go. We wish her the best of luck for the future and 

hope she has a brilliant time in Thailand.  

Sophie Cerullo 10Y2 

 

For the past year of English we have had Mrs Salter. During this time, she has helped us to gain confidence in 

our writing, and has helped us to achieve high grades in the work weõve done. Mrs Salterõs enthusiasm  and 

hard work has encouraged the class to develop and become better students of English. We will miss her next 

year. 

Anna Willcocks 10O and Abbie Salter 10O 

 

Mrs Salter has been an incredible source of inspiration to me over the past year, and for many others over the 

past  25 years that she has been at The Castle  School. Mrs Salter has been especially supportive of me and my 

public speaking team: preparing us for our first competition. She encouraged, motivated and cheered us on, 

helping us to reach our full potential. This has given us confidence to speak in front of small and large audienc-

es which will stay with us for a life time. 

Thank you Mrs Salter for all that you have done and I wish you all the best for the future. Enjoy your ônon-

markingõ car journeys - no more car sickness. 

Nina Porter 10G1 

 

 

 

 

We just want to say a huge thank you for being a great, kind and patient teacher and for helping us through this 

year. You are very caring and always make sure that our Spanish lessons are fun and enjoyable. You are relent-

lessly kind to us and have helped us to reach our full potential. We will miss you. 

Thank you for teaching us this year. We are grateful for the time and commitment you have given to all your 

students. We wish you all the best for the future. 

Zoha Tauseef 10M 

MRS SALTER 

MISS COOMBES 
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MRS THORNE 

Mrs Thorne is a very caring teacher  and has helped many students through what they find hard in business. 

She gives very well thought out and interactive lessons. When students feel that they are not doing so well 

she is always happy to help. Mrs Thorne is always upbeat and happy and that reflects in the classroom. She 

has helped me in my Business Studies, ranging from improvements of my PPE to classwork. Mrs Thorne 

will be truly missed by staff and students. We wish her well in the future. 

Eloise Arnsdorf 10M 

 

You made speaking French fun! Also you always found a way to help us with assessments and made every-

thing seem easier, which helped us all to get top marks. With your teaching we have achieved our four levels 

of progress and we all really appreciate everything youõve done for us. 

Emily Bevan 10G1 

 

Miss Kirkby, you have been our Drama teacher for only half a year, but we will be distraught to see you go! 

For once we are not being dramatic, because you have been so supportive and a really amazing teacher. You 

are even sweeter than the cake you bought us. 

Oli Sagar 10M 

 

Despite Mrs Clark only being here for a short time, she will most definitely be remembered by those she 

taught. Mrs Clark gave encouragement to all abilities in PE and made every sport enjoyable. Very quickly she 

settled in and made some of the most memorable events in our school years so far. Without a doubt Mrs 

Clark would make us laugh due to her humour and kindness. 

My favourite memory of Mrs Clark would most certainly be in our dodgeball lessons. I will never forget the 

lesson where I fell flat on my face over the bag of balls. Although Mrs Clark is as caring as she is, it was an 

amazing moment for us all. 

We wish her good luck in the future. Everyone she taught at The Castle School will miss her deeply and it is 

a shame that she has to leave, although we know this was only a maternity cover job. Thank you for being 

such a great teacher during your time here. 

Megan Gibbons 10G1  

 

MISS LEGNAME 

MISS KIRKBY 

MRS CLARK 
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We have had Miss Millar for the past year, through the beginning of our GCSE course. She has put so much 

effort into helping us outside of lessons, in her own time, boosting our confidence in English. She is always 

understanding of our problems, and is always willing to help us, whatever our need. She has made English 

enjoyable for everyone, and we will all miss her a lot. 

Alex Smalley  10O and Jemimah Allwright 10O 

 

 

Youõre the best Science teacher ever! I have learnt so much this year. Thank you for making the lessons inter-

esting and engaging. Good luck at your new school. #Harrislad. 

Finn Anderson-Wishart 10M 

 

 

 

I have had by Mr Pryke for a year during my time at The Castle School.  Iõve thoroughly enjoyed being taught 

by him. I've gained a lot and also have been having fun whilst learning. Iõll be sad to see him go as he has 

been a great teacher. 

Ria Binding 10Y1 

 

 

Even though Mrs James has only been here for a short amount of time she is definitely a huge  part of the 

PE department. Mrs James will always be remembered for her bubbly personality and her entertaining nature, 

but most of all for her height. Mrs James always puts the fun side into all sport and makes every ability have 

confidence and enjoy their lessons due to her enthusiasm and sportsmanship. 

It is a huge disappointment to already have to say farewell to Mrs James, but she made every lesson and en-

richment activity memorable. Although Mrs James sadly can not attend our Rounders match in the Somerset 

Games, our team will remember her encouraging tactics and team skills. 

Mrs James will be hugely missed by The Castle School and it is a shame she isnõt staying. With the greatest of 

luck for your future, everybody would like to say a massive thank you for what you have gaven to The Castle 

School. Also best of luck with your throwing techniques, as we have all seen your ôfantasticõ ability to throw. 

Megan Gibbons 10G1 

 

 

MISS MILLAR  

MR HARRIS 

MR PRYKE 

MRS JAMES 
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You have helped me loads, especially with French.  I wanted to give up but you pushed me on and encouraged 

me to be persistent with it. 

Iõm so sad that you are leaving, but I hope that you have an amazing time at your new school. 

Thank you for being an awesome teacher in year 9, and guru throughout the 2 years that you taught me. 

Megan Frost  10M 

 

 

 

Mr Bament has supported us extremely well over the past year, perfecting the balance between teacher and one 

of the lads. Heõs been patient, kind and motivating, and we couldnõt have asked for a better teacher. Weõve 

learnt so much and itõs been a pleasure to learn from him. Whilst he was our teacher, he was still our friend and 

motivator, inspiring us to be òthe masters of our fate, and captains of our soulsó. 

Good luck sir, and thank you. 

PS: this is how to write a letter and I want that B grade now! 

Lucas OõDowd-Jones. 

 

 

 

Mr Clapp was my second Science teacher. He has helped me so much. I really appreciate all the hard work he 

has put into our lessons. Good luck for the future. 

Drew Mockridge 10Y1 

MR BAMENT  

MR CLAPP 

р 
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We also bid farewell to some fabulous staff whose lives and careers are taking them off to pastures new.  Miss 
Legname, Mr Pryke, Mrs Kirkby, Mrs Thorne, Mr Harris, Mrs James, Mrs F Clark, Miss Coombes and Mr Morton 
have been with us on temporary contracts and we would like to thank them for their work here with us.  They are 
to be congratulated on getting jobs in other schools and we wish them well for the future.  Mr Bament is going to 
be a classroom teacher at Heathfield School where his wife works and his children will be going to school.  We are 
very sad to lose him but understand the reasons he feels this is better for his family.   Miss Millar is leaving us for a 
promotion and Mr Clapp is moving to another school closer to his home.  We are very pleased to inform parents 
and students that Mrs Burland, who is a Teaching Assistant here, has achieved a long held dream and is leaving us 
to start a PGCE to train to become a teacher. 
 
Mrs Beasley, who was on maternity leave has decided that she wishes to stay at home and be a mum, but we keep 
Miss Stone who has been a fabulous addition to the Arts Faculty.  Mrs Step will be returning after her maternity 
leave and has already been auditioning for West Side Story, the new school production.  Mrs Rogerson is expect-
ing a baby and during her maternity leave Mrs Lyle will be Head of Caernarvon.  Miss Steed is going to be working 
with Mr Lewis (Head of Buckingham) in order to learn about the Head of House role. 
 
Congratulations as well to Mr Lamb who we promoted to the post of Deputy Head and look forward to his con-
tinuing to work hard to support our students in their achievements.  His role will be specifically Raising Achieve-
ment and ensuring that every child at The Castle School achieves their full potential. 
 
Whilst we will miss our colleagues and friends, we are always able to recruit outstanding new teachers and this year 
has been no exception.  We have some wonderful new colleagues joining us this year and the students have been 
crucial in making those appointments.  New staff joined us for an Induction Day last month and had an enjoyable 
day meeting many of their new classes.  I have attached the staff list for next year to allow you to see where new 
staff fit into the school.  

NEW STAFF JOINING US FROM SEPTEMBER 

Miss Rebecca Nicholas     Science Teacher  

Mrs Alison Court      Language Teacher  

Miss Melanie Beale     Language Teacher  

Mr Jack Walker      Humanities Teacher  

Mr Sam Lane      Humanities Teacher  

Mr Dean Routley      Humanities Teacher  

Miss Racheal Smith     Head of English 

Mrs Nicola Whysall     English Teacher 

Mr Theo Hawkins     English Teacher 

Mrs Hilary Manning     Science Teacher 

Mr Edward Shorthouse     Science Teacher 
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THE POCKET ROCKET!  

Jamie is a young man on a mission ð to match, if not eclipse, the achievements of his heroes, Britainõs 
David Weir and the Swiss, Marcel Hug. 

Weir, who is regarded as the greatest male wheelchair athlete of all time, and Hug, nicknamed the Silver Bullet, 
have won 46 major championship medals between them, as well as several major city marathons. 

Yet in the 18 months the 15-year-old dynamo from Taunton has been competing, he has discovered a talent and 
passion for racing and aimed high for his latest podium finish when he competed in the National (Junior) Disa-
bility Sports championships, June 27-28. 

For one who hasnõt long been in the sport Jamieõs record is already very impressive. He started racing in Octo-
ber 2013 competing in the T33 classification for athletes with Cerebral Palsy. Within a year of his debut he was 
ranked the fastest under 15 of all time in 100m and 200m on the Power of 10 (GB Athletics time leader 
boards) in his classification. 

This year the Pocket Rocket completed the 5km London Mini Marathon in 17.16 minutes, beating his previous 
PB by six minutes. 

Below is an excerpt from  ôTyphoo Sports for Allõ. To read the full article please go to ƘǧǇΥκκ
ǘȅǇƘƻƻǎǇƻǊǘǎŦƻǊŀƭƭΦŎƻƳκнлмрκлсκлрκƳŀƴ-ƻƴ-ŀ-Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ-ƧŀƳƛŜ-ŜŘǿŀǊŘǎκ 

http://www.efds.co.uk/events/3756_typhoo_national_junior_athletics_championships_2015-_27_and_28_june
http://www.efds.co.uk/events/3756_typhoo_national_junior_athletics_championships_2015-_27_and_28_june
http://typhoosportsforall.com/2015/06/05/man-on-a-mission-jamie-edwards/
http://typhoosportsforall.com/2015/06/05/man-on-a-mission-jamie-edwards/
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Belgium was a great experience which we will never forget with everyday bringing a new adventure! Although 
we were stuck with each other, we soon bonded and became one big happy family, we promise!  
The first day of the tour was a day of travelling on the coach and the ferry to get to Blankenberge. With the 

year 11s crushed in the back row, there was very little going on to disturb them as we all got to school at 

6.50am shell shocked.  After 10 hours travelling we finally made it to the hotel. We went straight to the beach 

for an evening romp around the Belgium coast, with ice cream being a necessity.  After a late night we headed 

to the bandstand for the first concert of the tour. Fun, fun, fun as we ended with the classic òSurfinõ USAó.  
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Then we immediately headed to the theme park, we enjoyed this, as it was a relaxing break.  

After this we had our best experience yet. We got to sing at the Menin Gate and see the ceremony unfold be-

fore our eyes, remembering the British soldiers who died in Ypres. It was very impressive and awe inspiring 

seeing how all these people turned up to remember those who died in war. It was fantastic to be a part of.  


