Dear Parent/Carer

14 June 2017

I am delighted to be writing to you with details of a proposed educational trip to Sri Lanka during the Easter
holidays, 2018. This trip is open to current Year 9 students (Year 10 from September) and initially is being
offered to those students who have opted to take GCSE Philosophy and Ethics. The students decided that
they would like to study Buddhism as their second faith so I contacted a tour company (Kiplin Tours) to
enquire about a visit to Sri Lanka. The dates of the trip are from Saturday 24 March – Sunday 1 April 2018.
The opportunity to visit Sri Lanka will bring students into contact with different practices and beliefs of the
Buddhist faith to enhance their knowledge and understanding of the belief system.
Obviously, this is a fantastic opportunity but I recognise that there is a considerable cost involved. I am
aware that parents and carers have often planned and budgeted for school trips in advance and therefore,
if we don’t attract sufficient numbers then we will not be able to go ahead with the trip. The cost of the trip
includes includes all accommodation, food, flights, coach to and from Heathrow. The cost will be
approximately £1950-£2000 depending on the number of students going.
In order for us to proceed with the trip and confirm your child’s place we need a deposit of £200 to be paid
by Friday 30 June. If numbers are insufficient your deposit will be refunded. Just to make you aware, the
balance will need to be paid in full by the first week of January 2018.
This is a giving students an opportunity to experience the culture behind the faith system of Buddhism
however it is not a requirement of the course of Philosophy and Ethics to go on the trip.
It is a 9-day trip and details of the itinerary are attached. If there are any questions, please contact me at
school.
Kind regards
Miss R Forbes
Head of RE
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -----TRIP TO SRI LANKA. 24 MARCH-1 APRIL 2017. PLEASE RETURN COMPLETED SLIPS TO THE FINANCE
OFFICE.
I would like my child ……………………………………………………… Form …………. to attend the trip to Sri Lanka. I
enclose £200 cash/cheque (made payable to The Castle School)/I have paid online or by credit/debit card
(either in person or over the phone)*. (*Please delete as applicable).

Signed ……………………………………………………………………………………Date………………………………………………….

